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Catholics Are Being Invited Back to Mass
A message from the Diocese of Rockford – Church attendance is a
concern for almost every faith denomination.  And the COVID-19
pandemic exacerbated the problem of getting people to church and
now back to church…The Diocese of Rockford and all its priests and
parishes want to invite Catholics back to the joy of celebrating Mass
in-person especially as the Lenten season begins.



March for Life Washington D.C. 2023

The Post-Roe Generation

On January 20, 2023, Rich and Buffy Heipp attended the March for Life in Washington DC.
Below is a recap of this inspirational event.

As we walked through the National Mall, we could hear the
Christian band We Are Messengers kicking off the rally!! In
drawing closer, we were overwhelmed by the sea of people
as more than 20,000 gathered in support of the unborn.
The crowd, which included young and old, able-bodied and
disabled, gay and straight, and those of all religious
denominations waited to hear the many speakers, all in
support of the same thing, the RIGHT TO LIFE.

The rally speakers, 13 in total, included Bishop Michael Burbidge, Sister Mary Casey
O’Connor and twin sister Casey Gunning, Coach Tony Dungy, US Representative Steve
Scalise, and the actor who plays Jesus in The Chosen – Jonathan Roumie. Each witnessing
to and giving inspirational stories on how all life is created from God and each of us are
worthy of living life to the fullest.



As the rally ended the march began. Led by the Knights of Columbus, we all marched up
Constitution Avenue to the U.S. Capital, proudly holding our signs and singing our chants.
There was little opposition and they were immediately called out through the grace of God.
All-in-all the rally and march were both peaceful and beautiful.

The day ended with a chance meeting between
Buffy and Jonathan Roumie. Making it a perfect
ending to a perfect day.

But it doesn’t stop there, we hope that as we continue the
fight for life, next year you will join us and become part of
the post-Roe generation. Together we can make our voices
heard and create change throughout this great nation.



Coming soon to a place near you!!!
Our 75th anniversary of Christ the
King!

Plans for our 75th Christ the King anniversary are coming along.  The committee members,
headed by Father Caloy, are:  Lynn Bauer, Janet Carran, Stan Cebrzynski and Jenny
Nellessen.  Saturday, September 21, 2024 there will be a celebratory mass with the Bishop
and the theme will be “We celebrate because we remember and we believe.”  The focus is
on the history of the parish, parish programs that develop and lead celebrations, and parish
programs that provide service to the community. YOU can play an important part as the
committee is looking for any photos, artifacts, and stories/recollections of your time here
at our parish.  Any memories can be shared by contacting the committee members or
putting items in the labeled boxes in the rectory or the church.  Please make sure to label
your photos, and include a description of the event photographed.  Thank you!!

Saturday, February 18th, a conference on Mental Health was
held at Christ the King. The message of Awareness,
Acceptance and Accompaniment was discussed.  The group
learned about:  how mental illness affects everyone in society;
the different types of clinicians and their role, the various types
of therapy available; how different medications work on
different parts of the brain.

Remember:
Christ has no body but yours, no hands, no feet on Earth but
yours.
Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassionately on this
world.
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.
Yours are the hands with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands.
Yours are the feet.
Yours are the eyes.
You are his body.
Christ has no body but yours, no hands, no feet on Earth but yours.
Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassionately on this world.
Christ has no body now on Earth but yours.
Amen.



Our First Responder
Mass



The Knight’s successful
Tootsie Roll drive resulted
in generous donations to
local charities!



Deacon Dave’s Words
to Inspire…

ONE THING NECESSARY…

No matter how bright the sun shines on a
warm, Spring day, if you only open the door but
a crack, you won’t experience much of it. It is
like that with God’s unconditional love of us. If
we do not open ourselves unconditionally to it,
we won’t experience much of it. “Christ set us
free” (Gal 5�1). Yet, we choose slavery! We tend

to live in the service of inner disorder: fears, anxiety, guilt, dependence of all kinds, lust, the
need to control. Inner fears, disorderly desires and random impulses are our motivation,
are determining our behavior. Within us are many dry, arid, and barren areas…aptitudes
unused, potentials unrealized, strengths undeveloped, abilities untapped, affection neither
given nor accepted. Along the way, over the years, we have compromised our God given,
God created identity, our true self. We have subverted our original purpose, crafted a false
self. Our Lord wants to change that, to transform us, that our image and likeness to him
may shine through.

All reality – all nature, all humanity, all situations and circumstances, all – is a living
expression of God’s creative love, inexorably moving in a manner and at a pace known to
God alone, accomplishing his eternal purpose. We are all caught up in this grand
undertaking, have been given our own individual role in it, assigned to each one uniquely,
given to no one else, in God’s creating of us. He gave each of us a particular, authentic, true
self. We each have our own original purpose that has been disordered, distorted by us.
Pope Pius XII wrote that we are “…hampered…not only by the impact of the senses and the
imagination, but also by disordered appetites which are the consequences of original sin.
(Humani Generis, 561). Yet, the Scriptures tell us “…you (God) love all things that exist, and
detest none of the things that you have made; for you would not have made anything if you
had hated it. How would anything have endured, if you had not willed it? Or, how would
anything not called forth by you have been preserved? You spare all things for they are
yours, O Lord, you who love the living” (Wis. 11�24-26).



God’s will is our peace, that we live fully, authentically, joyfully. He desires passionately that
we grow to become the persons he has always hoped and intended we would become,
manifesting his power at work in us, manifesting his glory by becoming fully alive. Right
now, he wants us to open ourselves to be filled with his own love and life, to respond to his
initiative. We are being called to open our hearts to the gracious action of the Holy Spirit.
This transformation is not something we do. It is something we receive, that we accept.
Our entire inner being becomes transformed by his “teachings that soak in like the rain,
and his utterances that drench like the dew. Like a downpour upon the grass, like a shower
upon the crops” as it is written in the scriptures. (Dt. 32�2) In his letter to the Romans Paul
urges us to “…be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is
the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect” (Rom 12�2). This comes about from
within, by the renewal of our inmost being, by the power of the Truth that dispels all
falseness.

We have a choice of surrendering to our disappointments and wallowing in self-pity, or
beginning each new day with renewed attitudes and making the most of our daily
circumstances and situations. We have a choice of remaining fixed in our present mental,
emotional and spiritual deficiencies, or of growing each day a little more fully into the
persons we can yet become. God and the Church simply ask that we consider how we may
enrich our daily routine within the boundaries of our personal talents, gifts, and
possibilities. Jesus accepts us as we are at present, and then helps us within the limits of
our vision and strength of today. Jesus is far more reasonable with us than we are with
ourselves. The one thing necessary is to accept the reality of Jesus’ power and presence in
our lives right now!

THE HOPE THAT DOES NOT DISAPPOINT

Why are you so troubled, (MY NAME), and why do questionings rise in your heart? Have I
been with you so long, and yet you do not know Me? Cast all your cares on Me because I
care for you. Do not be faithless but believing. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid. If you love Me, you will keep My word, and My Father will love you, and We will
come to you and make Our home in you. I will restore your life, your vitality – your soul.
Live the experience of My promise: love Me and be loved by My Father, then I will love you
and manifest Myself to you. I will never desert you, nor will I forsake you. I am your Helper,
do not be afraid. My steadfast love shall not depart from you. I have compassion on you.



Thoughts about Lent
Lent is a time to reflect on the priorities in our life, and to realign our will with God’s
own.  The purpose of Lent is to prepare our hearts for Easter and to solidify the reign
of God in our lives.  Traditionally we fast and “give something up” during Lent as a
way to do penance as well as to participate in some small way with Jesus’ suffering in
the desert.  An alternative to “giving something up” is to adopt a spiritual practice or a
new habit for 40 days, and that new habit may continue into the rest of your year.

Some meaningful things you can do for Lent:

Start a gratitude journal

Throw away or donate 40 things in 40 days

Start walking and spend those minutes in silence with God

Create daily time for prayer, perhaps using a devotional that you find meaningful

Compliment someone every day

Write a letter to someone, or call just to let them know you are thinking of them

Anything that works for you to strengthen YOUR daily connection to God!



Christ the King Chimes Contacts:
Edie Hemmeter   ehemmeter@gmail.com

Denice Roberge   denick86@yahoo.com

Carol Blaschak     cblaschak1931@comcast.net

Christ the King Catholic Church
5006 East Wonder Lake Road

Wonder Lake, IL  60097


